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Although a point theoretically has neither shape nor form,
; - (7)) it begins to make it presence felt when placed within a visual
,‘ b kA field. At the center of its environment, a point is stable and
\ e S at rest, organizing surrounding elements about itself and
A4 dominating its field.




Cenotaph for Sir Isaac Newton,
Project, 1784, Etienne-Louis Boulé
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€ The Mall, Washington, D.C. lies along the axs estabished by the Lincaln Memorial, the Washington Monument. and the United States Capital bullding
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The orientation of a line affects its role in a visual
el "
i ' 2 Yowa - W Y,
symbolize the human condition, or mark a position E7 - - 2
In space, a horizontal line can represent stability, 1 1/, n 3
the ground plane, the horizon, or a body at rest. . b e ¢ A \Y LAV YVan ¥
¢t AayY @AC
6t whbE Yy AucC
atwo/EEv Ac¢C
wOa w1 Cy wi
An obique line Is a deviation from \ '\ :

the vertical or horizontal. 5 \,
|

It'may be seenasa '

. 6t whouky
e// \,\\\

vertical line falling or a
horizontal line rising, In either
case, whether it is falling toward a
point on the ground plane or rising to a
place in the sky, it is dynamic and visually
active in its unbalanced state.

16



T 3 a

Litgar members that possess the secessary material stremgth can
perform structural functions ia these three examples. linear elements

. EAPress MOveTEnt SCross space

+ provide support for an overtead plane

« form 2 theee-dimensional structural frame
for architectural space

Salginatobel Bridge. Switzerland, 192930, Robert Mallart
Beams and girders have the bending strength Lo span the space
between their supports and carry transverse loads

————

I
Caryatid Porch, The Erechtheion, Athens, 421-405 B.C., Mnesicles
The sculptured female figures stand as columnar supports for the
entablature

Seltan Selin Mosque. Bulder Siear Edree Tintey
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The Basilica, Vicerza, Italy

Andrea Palladio designed this two-story loggia in 1545 to wrap
around an existing medieval structure. This addition not only
Puttressed the existing structure but also acted s a screen that
WWMHWO'WM|MJMWI
unform but elegant face to the Plazza del Signor
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The linear members of trellises and pergolas can provide a moderate degree of I
definition and enclosure for outdoor spaces while allowing filtered sunlight and
breezes to penetrate.
meumrdmntswgm«candeﬁmavolumafspm
:dumsohuum lustrated to the right. Note that the form of the volume sance. 950-1120
3 Wsddybyﬂwwnﬂgumﬁonofthclimrdmnts. ' how rows of column
5 . B . N f asure of space.
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Overbeod Plore

The overtead plane can be etrer the roof plane taat
shelters the interior spaces of 2 bulldng from the
chmuatic lements, or the coling plane that forms the
upper enclosing serface of 2 room

Well Mlane

The wall plane, because of s vertical onentation, 's
active in our normal field of vision and vital to the
shaping and enclosure of architectural space

Bosa Plane

The base plane can be efther the ground plane that
Serves 2 the physical foundation and rsual base ior
Wlding forms. or the flocr plare thut forms the ower
enclosing surface of 2 room upon which we wak
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Machu Picchu, an ancient Incan city established ¢ 1500 in
the Andes Mountains on a saddle between two peaks, 8000
ft. above the Urubamba River in south-central Fery.
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